Introduction

Recent events testify to the central place of the synagogue in Jewish life, now
and throughout the history of the Jewish people. It is distressing to see that
synagogues are still attacked as symbols of Judaism and the Jewish people,
even in the State of Israel. We have born sad witness to the destruction of the
synagogues of Gush Qatif in the summer of 2005, the final symbolic act
erasing the Jewish presence from the area. Much of the political turmoil
surrounding the last days of the Gush was centered on the ultimate destiny of
those synagogues. Unfortunately, we find no evidence that the synagogues
were properly documented, a procedure that would have preserved their
legacy and the legacy of the Jews who built them. [ hope that they were
documented, but in any case this emphasizes the need for a central institution
that will collect documentation and relevant materials about synagogues past
and present. Although there are already a number of organizations working in
this field, and mention should be made of the expeditions of young students
documenting synagogues in Eastern Europe as well, this is not adequate. We
need a strong institute with extensive resources capable of coordinating all the
work being carried out in this field.

This third volume of Kenishta is being issued much later than originally
planned, and I hope that we will not have to wait so long for the fourth. As a
reward for your patience, this volume is almost double the size of the
preceding volume. It is appropriate that this volume is larger, as it is meant to
commemorate a great man, Prof. Dov Rappel, OBM. Dov Rappel was a man
of prayer in mind and heart: He was both a scholarly researcher of the world
of prayer, and a man who prayed with his heart. The editorial board gladly
accepted the idea of dedicating this issue to the memory of Prof. Rappel. We
asked Prof. Ze'ev Safrai to write an appreciation of Dov. It is especially fitting
that Prof. Safrai present this biographical essay, as'he was Dov’s peer in two
equally important aspects: as an academic colleague in Bar Ilan University,
and a fellow worshipper in the synagogue in Kibbutz Yavneh.

This volume, like the previous ones, presents the rich, multi-faceted life of
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the synagogue. Aaron Ahrend describes some of the ways in which
contemporary communities have begun managing themselves by codifying
the rules and regulations concerning the customs and conduct in their
synagogues. This is part of an ongoing project to collect all such codes, which
will help identify not only the problems encountered by communities in
various periods and places, but also record how they handled them. I hope
that this vast project will see its completion soon.

In his study of synagogues in Provence, Shlomo H. Pick analyzes how the
community was organized around the synagogue in medieval times. Aharon
Gaimani presents a survey of synagogues existing in Zana in the first half of
the twentieth century, prior to the massive immigration of Jews from Yemen
to Israel.

The synagogue was thought of as a "minor Temple" (Ez. 11:16), a surrogate
for the destroyed Temple in Jerusalem; this necessitated the application of
laws originally connected with the Temple to the synagogue. Uncertainties
concerning the limitations of this application were discussed in connection
with the planting of trees in synagogue precincts. Eliav Shochetman presents
a broad discussion of the issues and publishes a hitherto unknown responsum
dealing with this question.

Two articles concern the interior furnishings of the synagogue: Itzhak
Hamitovsky discusses how the traveling ark, which contained the Torah
scrolls, became incorporating into the synagogue structure, and David
Cassuto describes momumental arks in Mantua that traveled from there to
Jerusalem.

Smaller ritual objects are also of interest in the history of the synagogue.
Sinai Turan discusses the use of pointers during the Torah reading, and shows
how it is connected to other objects used for pointing.

Three articles discuss the act of prayer. Dror Erlich illustrates how Rabbi
Yosef Albo related to two major concepts of prayer: prayer as a means to
influence the Creator, and prayer as a means to influence the pray-er.
Conversely, Yosef Rivlin shows how the kabbalists connected prayer to the
world of sefiror. Lastly, a comparison of the text of the blessings read at a
wedding to that of the mourner's blessings is the subject of an article by
Menachem Katz and Mordechai Sabato. Any discussion of prayer is relevant
to Kenishta, but the relevance of this subject is enhanced by the fact that in
many communities, weddings are conducted in the synagogue.






